
Modern Group - Thursday February 1, 2024 

 

Attendees on Zoom: Sheila Hamilton, Terry Whitmell, Liz Foll, Sherry Moncreif, Lynda Griffin, 

Suzanne Brochu-Ranta, Mary Reimer, Halina Dales, Sandy McFadden, Hanne Knowlton, Pam 

Rimmer, Sandi Carnell, Wendy Wight, Leslie Wain, Janet Slater, Jayne Martin, Sandra Wilson, 

Mary McFarlane 

 

* Welcome 

Lots of conversation about snowmobiling on the lakes. 

No new, but many who haven’t attended for awhile: Sandi and Jayne! 

Wendy has “grandkids flu”, and then computer froze. 

Mary then did the welcome. 

 

* Modern media- new “ news “ 

 

Halina shared that the Okotoks Fabric Loft has a 35% off sale. 

 

Mary contributed from Instagram that a February challenge to do a UFO, and suggested how to 

choose what to do: Have to do or gift is first choice. If one you don’t like you can set aside or not 

finish. If only part isn’t working, cut it up and use the pieces that you like. 

 

Wendy returned, and suggested that at our first in-person meeting (May at Bracebridge United), 

bring unfinished blocks and we will play with them on a design wall to make outreach tops. 

There is general agreement. 

 

Mary suggested this might work for a group submission to a Fall Fair, to support the President’s 

Challenge. She talked about using gray as a background colour to unify the top. 

 

Wendy asked if Mary Reimer had the pattern for the LIttle Forest. Mary has the colours she 

wants and plans to begin it next week. (This is an 11-page pattern!) 

Sandi has it on her wall - 

 
It has crazy sizes for pieces and Sandi says it has “gazillion pieces”. 

Conversation was around “why did she make it so difficult?” 

It requires precise cutting, sewing and pressing. 

Need a scant ¼”. 
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Decision that this won’t be the one for our quilt for the Show! 

Wendy is doing hers in two-tone teal, and has chosen batiks with foliage motifs, and so won’t 

match the design. 

 

Stash Fabrics going out of business, as well as the Quilt store in Exeter. And Hyggleit in St. 

Mary’s has a sale. 

 

* Lynda -up date on Quilt Con magazines 

Have ordered 15 copies, to arrive February 16. Lynda will set up meeting places at the LCBOs! 

 

* New ideas for 2026 raffle quilt 

Wendy suggested we table this to spring. 

Halina provided Sheila with a suggestion:  

 
Also like the idea of a modern Christmas quilt, due to our connection with Santa’s Village. 

 

Talked about doing one side Christmas, and the other side for another month/event. 

 

Sheila is compiling a slide show of ALL our suggestions. 

 

* UFO  blocks-save and bring to May meeting to create new Outreach quilts 

(Already discussed) 

Jayne shared idea from the Peterborough group: List your UFOs, and then someone chooses a 

number and everyone does the one on their own list. 

General support for the idea of bringing our UFO blocks to the May meeting at Bracebridge 

United Church. 

 

* Feb Feature - Sheila -- Victoria Gertenbach 

- Sheila can add notes from the slide show. 

- (See images in Sheila’s slide deck) 

- Came to her via her interest in English Paper Piecing. 
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- Circle and Stars is the quilt Sheila is now doing. 

- From Lancaster Pennsylvania- heart of Amish country 

- Inspired by the landscape. 

- Shared a flour sack creation - lot of machine sewing plus hand embellishments. 

- Check out her website, blog and patterns. 

- https://www.victoriagertenbach.com/ 

 

* Show/Share Modern 

 

- See slide show from Sheila 

- Wendy - birch tree inspiration - small 12X14 - lots of info online on how to do birch trees 

- Leslie and Granddaughter - six-year-old made quilt of nine-patch made of 4” blocks. 

Added some applique animals from flannelette. At Thanksgiving they completed it for her 

2-year-old sister. She sewed better than some of the adults Leslie has taught! They have 

now started on a block of the month via mail. She also did another quilt at Christmas - 

enjoyed the design process. 

- Leslie also shared her River Rocks - by Alexa ? on French River - Didn’t buy the ruler, 

so the half-rectangle triangles were difficult. Set on point and gifted for a wedding. 

 

* New Business and concerns 

-None -  

 

So returned to the Raffle Quilt ideas (Sheila’s powerpoint) 

Lots of discussion about the types of trees we might want to include. Individual designs? 

And more about how we could do it collaboratively, perhaps on a gray background. 

Size was discussed: smaller is better for general use. 

 

Question about what people are working on from Wendy: 

 

Wendy is looking to make a 16X12X5 bag to put on top of her carry-on - and is going to do a rug 

bag with a zipper and placket or snaps. 

 

Sandi has a tapestry one from upholstery fabric - with a separating zipper and then added a 

shoulder strap. You want it zippered closed for security when it is put under the seat. 

 

Sandi is working on Sashiko - mindless stitching.  

 

Wendy will be taking her knitting and handpiecing to Portugal. 

 

Asked a question about problem with hands. Mary is doing 2” blocks, and her fingers lock on 

her all the time. Sheila wears compression gloves, and they help. Purchased from a company in 

Kitchener. Sheila wears them all night, but not the copper ones. Here is the link . Wendy has a 

wrist support for golf, but doesn’t help with knitting or paper piecing. 

Leslie has a thumb splint to avoid pain.  

https://www.victoriagertenbach.com/
https://www.compressiongloves.ca/
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Halina will be our speaker next month. Wendy will be our speaker in April.  

 

Thank you to Terry for minutes, and Sheila for Zoom, agenda, and powerpoint. 

 

Next meeting on March 7, 2024. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at: 2:11 p.m. 


