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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Winter is the perfect time to hunker down and work 

on your quilting projects. You don't have to feel 

guilty about not being outside and despite the lack of 

Vitamin D, you can always call up your quilting  

buddies and arrange a mini-retreat to avoid the 

winter blahs. Nothing like a group of like minded 

quilters to lift your spirits and inspire your creativity. 

With that in mind, the January meeting is the perfect  

opportunity to get together and get busy in support 

of the Quilt Show Boutique. In addition to 

contributing to the success of our upcoming show, 

you may pick up a few tips and some free pattern 

ideas for gifting or for yourself.   

 

I must admit that I tend to make quilts that have 

some sort of utilitarian purpose. Bed and lap quilts 

keep you warm, pot holders and mug bags, totes, etc. 

all have a place in my home and life. I love the 

creativity in Art Quilts and I so admire and envy the 

skills used in completing one, but I've got several in 

my UFO pile that I am stifled on. Just can't take the 

next step required in moving it along. Perhaps this 

will be the winter of my "content" rather than 

discontent. Wish me luck. 

 

Speaking of inspiration, I did manage to find ONE 

quilt shop still operating in the Naples area. At one 

time, there were three to choose from. The other 

shop that I used to visit closed down its store last  

summer. It appears that is happening all over the 

place. And I see more and more modern quilt 

projects promoted in the stores and in the  

magazines. Less and less of the traditional piecing 

and applique projects. A sign of the times I suppose. 

 

I'm not looking forward to the long drive home the 

first week of January. The weather in Florida has 

been spectacular. Despite that I did manage to finish 

one of my quilt tops and will bring it to show and  

share. Looking forward to seeing all of you and 

catching up on the latest. 

 

Happy New Years, Margaret Gage 

 

    Meetings at Bracebridge Memorial Arena,  
169 James St., Bracebridge, ON, 2

nd
, floor 

Second Thursday of the month 1 – 3pm 
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PROGRAMS 
Submitted by Joyce MacKay and Donna Naylor 

Happy New Year to all! We hope you enjoyed a 

wonderful Christmas season and entry into the New 

Year. First of all, a big “thank you” to all of you who 

participated in our Christmas Potluck in December; 

it was a wonderful afternoon of fellowship and 

games and great food. With your generosity we 

were able to deliver a cheque for $67.00 to the 

Salvation Army Christmas Drive and $172.00 to 

the Manna Food Bank. Thank you for your support 

of this important outreach.  

JAN. 12, 2017 - The program for January is being 

handled by the Quilt Show committee, so please 

refer to their “blurb” for details on our day of sewing 

for the Boutique.  

FEB. 9
th

, 2017 - February will be an old-

fashioned quilting bee – bring your hand-stitching, 

binding, knitting – whatever you would like to work 

on as we chat and get to know each other better. If 

anyone has a specific technique or new idea or 

pattern they would like to demonstrate, please feel 

free to use this time to do so.  

We have guest speakers arranged for March, April 

and May in addition to two workshops, so stay tuned 

for more information on these upcoming events.  

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Submitted by Margie Sharples 

 

Happy New Years To All.  I would like to wish all 

of you a very happy new year and all the best in 

2017.  

Look forward to seeing everyone again in April. 

Keep on stitching and creating as they always look 

so awesome. 

 

 

Muskoka Quilts!  
…from the heart 

June 2nd and 3rd, 2017 

 

Submitted by Halina Dales halina@dales.ca or 

muskokaquilts@gmail.com  

Five Months To Go! What do you 

Intend to Show?  

Wow! Our quilt show is in 5 months! That time is 

going to go by so quickly!!  

If you haven’t already done so- please tell us how 

many quilts you plan to show. We need this 

information so that we can assess how many quilt 

stands we need and how to display the quilts. The 

intention sheets are posted at our meetings.  

You can also check to see what you have 

committed by going to the Members Only area on 

the website. 
 
 

Entry Forms - Two Ways to Enter 
The entry form will be available as a paper 

form and also as an online form.  Two types of 

information will be captured: 

 Information to prepare a quilt label for display 

with your quilt 

 Information for planning the displays of quilts. 

The paper forms will be available at every meeting.  

The online form has been emailed to members with 

email addresses.  

For more information about all things Quilt Show 

related please go to our website.  You will also find 

lots more info about the entry form. 

http://www.pinetreequiltersguildofmuskoka.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/2017-Muskoka-Quilts-Entry-Form-Version-1.pdf
http://www.pinetreequiltersguildofmuskoka.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/2017-Muskoka-Quilts-Entry-Form-Version-1.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefP8x3r0qrER9ZeJuoeQgedw9nbXtnrjSROhwg0VK5jbzT6w/viewform?c=0&w=1
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WRITING THE QUILT 

STORY 

 
For some of us, it’s difficult to write the story about 

our quilt.   To help, Jan McDonnell has prepared 

guidelines for writing a story, and has provided her 

quilt story as a sample. 

 Guidelines for the Quilt Story  
Here is a list of questions you can answer as 

you prepare your story to accompany your 

quilt. Please aim for about 130 words (less is 

ok too!)  

 How long have you been quilting?  

 What inspired you to make this quilt?  

 Was it a fabric, or a pattern, or an idea, or 

the need for a gift, or something else?  

 Is there something special about where the 

fabrics for the quilt came from? 

 Is it for someone or are you keeping it 

yourself?  

 When did you make it?  

 How was it quilted and who quilted it?  

 What size is the quilt?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLE OF A QUILT STORY 

The story of my quilt – Jan McDonnell  
I made this quilt in the winter of 2016 (I 

tend to make a quilt a year) and had to rush 

to get it done before the weather warmed up 

and the gardening season started! I bought 

the anchor fabric a year ago or so and then 

found a Border Creek Station pattern that 

suited the fabric perfectly. It took me a long 

time to search for fabrics to complete the 

design as the ability to put colours together 

doesn’t come naturally to me. I quilted it 

myself using Debbie’s long-arm quilting 

machine at Muskoka Quilts on Manitoba St 

in Bracebridge. The quilt is queen-sized 

and I am keeping it for ourselves, but I 

haven’t decided where it will be used just 
yet.  

(This is about 120 words.) 
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SEW DAY 
Thursday Jan. 12, 2017 

9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

The Quilt Guild meeting in January is going to be an 

informal time to work on Boutique donations. You 

can come for the whole day or part of a day. If 

you plan for the whole day, please bring a morning 

snack and your lunch. In the afternoon there will be 

the usual spread of goodies that we all enjoy each 

month. The plan is to have coffee and tea available 

for the day.  

What to bring: sewing machines, extension cords, 

fabric, batting, threads, sewing kit, cutting boards, 

scissors, rotary cutter, patterns and/or whatever else 

you think you need. You are welcome to work on 

your choice of project.  

If you want some suggestions of quick 

projects then here are some ideas:  

Hot Pads/Mug Rugs  

Microwave bowls/Serviette Baskets  

Sewing Machine Pad with pockets and can add a 

detachable thread catcher  

Thread Catchers  

Yoga Mat holders  

Pillowcases  

Iron Holder carrier - these can be done to open up 

and the inside is the heat resistant fabric for ironing 

on  

Aprons - child sizes  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bags - drawstring, toiletry, travel, snap bags or any 

kind of bag small to Xlarge  

Table Runners/Placemats  

Cell phone charging station - there should be some 

grommets available for this  

Cord Wraps - various sizes  

Baby/Child/Teenager/Men's theme items  

Seasonal decor  

Wendy Wight will be demoing drawstring bags 

as well as supplying some kits to make them.  

There are so many ideas out there, it is impossible 

to list everything. The key is to make something 

you would like to do and willing to part with. We 

do ask that if you need a pattern that you bring that 

with you. There are patterns on the Pine Tree 

Quilters' of Muskoka Web site as well as many free 

patterns on line or from magazines etc. There may 

be some fabrics available on the sew day if you 

need the odd piece but please bring your own for 

your project. We are simply providing a social 

forum on a cold winter day to meet with other 

ladies for a sew day. In the event of inclement 

weather, those who can make it are welcome. 

Those who can't, you can still plan to set that day 

aside for a cozy sewing day at home.  
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LIBRARY 
Submitted by Jan McDonnell 
 

Happy New Year!  I guess this is a time to 

contemplate projects for 2017 and maybe your 

library is a good place to start for inspiration!  As I 

write this, I am awaiting 2 new books in the mail, so 

I’ve listed them below but haven’t included the 

hyperlink to Collectorz just in case they don’t arrive 

by our January meeting.  As always, I’m interested 

in any book ideas you have – thanks to those that 

have given me some good ideas! 

 

 

 

 # 663 Celebrate 

Canada 
 

By Nellie Holmes and 

Christine Baker 
 

A wonderful collection of 

projects to make using 

Northcott's new "Oh 

Canada" line of fabrics!  

This book includes these patterns:  Coast to Coast, 

By the Lake Tote Bag, Peaceful Prairies, Our Native 

Land, Fire Up the Grill Apron, Picnic Basket, 

Wilderness Lodge 

 

 #664 The Trendy 

Table 
 

by Heather Mulder 

Peterson 
 
Use your favorite precut 

fabrics to create stunning 

table toppers for multiple 

sizes of surfaces. Mix up 

your decor with 

snowflake, holiday, and modern-themed designs. 

Surprise yourself by putting together unique-shaped 

blocks. Includes full color diagrams. 

 

 

 #665 Save the 

Selvages, The 

ultimate small 

project book. 
 

By Sandy Thompson 
 

Save the Selvages gives 

you the instructions and 

inspiration to see those 

edges in a totally different light! Now you can 

upcycle those marvelous selvages into remarkable 

new projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTREACH 
Submitted by Joanne Smith 

 

A great big THANK YOU to everyone who has 

helped us over the past year to make cuddle quilts.  

Our committee was able to spread a little 

Christmas cheer by donating 15 cuddle quilts to 

Salvation Army for their Christmas care boxes. 

 

https://connect.collectorz.com/books/detail/3190245
https://connect.collectorz.com/books/detail/3190245
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QUILTING FUNNIES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And one for the Jedi’s out there to 

commemorate the new Star Wars 

movie, Rogue One: A Star Wars 

Story.   (R.I.P. Carrie Fisher aka Princess Leia) 

 

 


